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Introduction 
 
As part of the process of producing a Master Plan for Clarence Fahnestock Memorial and 
Hudson Highlands State Parks, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) held a public information meeting on September 22, 2009. 
 
During that meeting several OPRHP staff members participated in a presentation that described 
the master plan process, the current goals and objectives of the agency, and the history of both 
Clarence Fahnestock Memorial and Hudson Highlands State Parks. An information packet with 
more detailed information was available and is attached as an addendum to this summary. 
 
Most importantly the meeting provided the opportunity for public input to the master plan. This 
opportunity was given, at the meeting, by inviting oral comments at the time of the meeting 
and/or written comments to be received at OPRHP on or before October 23, 2009. Many people 
spoke at the meeting and their comments were captured by OPRHP staff on flip charts. These 

   



captured comments were then transcribed and categorized by the planning team working on the 
Clarence Fahnestock Memorial and Hudson Highlands State Parks Master Plan. 
 
During the comment period the agency has received a significant amount of comments by email 
and postal mail. Those comments have also been categorized.  
 
The following is a summary of the comments received at the Public Information Meeting and the 
written comments received during the comment period.  The comments are not in any order of 
importance.  
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Summary of Public Comments 

Planning 
• Develop a better connection between Fahnestock and Hudson Highlands. 
• Make recreation a priority. 
• Plan, site and design a central visitor center for the park—being so close to NYC really 

calls for a visitor center to welcome, orient and educate visitors. 
• Ensure that all potential activities are considered appropriately in relation to the NYC 

watershed. 
• Design and locate recreational facilities to assure that they do not exceed the parkland’s 

capacity to withstand use. 
• Identify areas with environmental sensitivity and direct development away from such 

areas. 

Protection and Preservation 
• Protect the scenic resources of the park from the impacts of cell towers and wind farms. 
• Protect the Bird Conservation Areas (BCA) in both parks. 
• Prioritize land protection opportunities. 
• Provide protective buffers around and within both parks. 
• Expand the scenic, ecological and recreational resources of both parks through new land 

acquisitions. 
• Consider whether select locations within the parks should be classified as park preserve 

areas (or) natural heritage areas. 
• Design and locate all activities, structures and infrastructure to minimize visual impacts 

and to fit in to the park’s setting. 

Natural Resources  
• Develop early detection and rapid response to invasive species. 
• Develop a forest management plan. 
• Encourage the growth of native species. 
• Ecological communities should be identified and managed for birds. 
• Identify the locations of wetlands that may require management, particularly for invasive 

species control. 
• Encourage and support native plant and animal species. 
• Provide a detailed description of the extent and types of wetland resources of both parks. 
• Ensure that the DEIS demonstrates that any proposed projects have considered 

alternatives that avoid earthwork on slopes in excess of 20%. 
• For any proposed development, ensure the DEIS considers design options that maintain 

current groundwater recharge capacity. 
• Ensure the DEIS addresses the potential for alterations to drainage patters and assess any 

impacts to wetlands and streams. 
• Protect, manage and maintain areas important as habitat for rare, threatened, endangered 

or special concern flora and fauna and community types.  
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• Maintain, restore and/or enhance the natural environment, where appropriate, to improve 
the quality of natural resources and support biodiversity of flora and fauna.  

Cultural Resources 
• Consider the archeology of the area when planning. 
• Consider placing historically significant structures on the National and State Historic 

Register.  
• Protect and preserve all of the park’s historic resources and archeologically sensitive 

areas.  
• Preserve and interpret cultural resources of the parks. 
• Develop programs which educate the public about and interpret the history of the park 

(and surrounding area). 
• Restore, renovate and adaptive reuse of historic structures.  

Safety 
• Route 9D between Beacon and Cold Spring is unsafe for hikers and cyclists. 
• Put in crosswalks across Route 9D. 
• Deer are a significant safety concern along the adjacent roadways. 
• Develop an emergency response plan for Hudson Highlands. 
• Ensure coordination between emergency response plans with park partners. 
• Develop separate pedestrian pathways adjacent to roads to improve safety. 

Traffic and Parking 
• Improve parking situation along Route 9D; as it is now parking is limited and dangerous. 
• Reduce speed limit on roadways adjacent to the parks. 
• Improve parking areas for horse trailers. 
• Reduce the speed limit on 9D, especially near Little Stony Point. 
• Explore the feasibility of installing a traffic light on 9D near points of interest. 
• Develop a parking area at the end of the Notch Trail. 

Park Facilities 
• Provide more electric campsites in the campground. 
• Improve the cabins at TOEC. 
• Improve lighting at changing and bathrooms at Winter Park / Canopus Beach. 
• Pave the parking lot near the Winter Park / Canopus Beach. 
• Improve grading and drainage near the Winter Park lodge. 
• Put in blinds for photographers and bird watchers. 
• Continue to maintain Hubbard Lodge. 
• Explore additional uses for Hubbard Lodge 
• Add more picnic tables at Canopus Lake Beach / Winter Park lodge. 
• Design recreational facilities to be compatible with the character of the parks and their 

resources. 
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• Address each of the facilities much needed repairs and rehabilitation projects (including 
buildings, dams, bridges, septic, petroleum bulk storage…) 

Park Operations 
• Minimize conflicts with other users on trails, specifically illegal ATV / ORV use with 

other allowed uses.  
• Keep emergency access to trails. 
• Expand the hours of operation during the summer months. 
• Develop a shuttle between the Metro North station in Cold Spring and Fahnestock for 

year-round use. 
• Add signage at Duck Pond explaining the rules and regulations for fisherman. 
• Improve garbage collection at campsites.  Install additional receptacles. 
• Ensure proper maintenance of the butterfly garden at Hubbard Lodge. 
• Prioritize major infrastructure upgrades (Canopus Beach facility should be at the top of 

the list). 
• Increase the staffing level to a level that better matches the facilities size and diversity of 

recreational opportunities 

Education and Interpretation / TOEC 

• Upgrade environmental stewardship programs. 
• Improve programming and expand to more groups / park patrons. 
• Improve environmental educational/interpretive opportunities at the waterfront at Duck 

Pond. 
• Develop additional classrooms for Environmental Education and Interpretation (EE&I). 
• Consider labelling trees and plants along a few trails. 
• Develop a summer event with boats or canoes. 
• Develop additional programming for the local community and the general park patron. 
• Continue and expand programs that are compatible with, and encourage the public’s 

understanding of the protection and stewardship of park resources. 

Partnerships / Volunteerism  
• Continue to work with the Appalachian Trail Conference. 
• Continue to work with the NY / NJ Trail Conference to maintain trails in both parks. 
• Increase partnerships to increase the number of volunteers to maintain trails and 

buildings, etc. 
• Develop partnerships with the local mountain biking clubs to help build and maintain 

trails. 
• Increase partnerships with adjacent landowners regarding endangered species protection. 
• Continue to cultivate the user group organizations and land preservations groups within 

the area and encourage interactions among them. 
• Promote and support the Friends of Fahnestock and Hudson Highlands State Parks in 

their efforts to raise funds and recruit volunteers to undertake projects that advance the 
parks vision and goals.  
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• Coordinate with local and state agencies and not-for profit organizations in the 
management of the natural, cultural, historic and recreational resources of the parks, 
buffer property and linkages between OPRHP property and other public lands. 

Wildlife Management 
• Develop uniform procedures for wildlife management. 
• Continue to manage the BCAs in both parks pursuant to the BCA guidelines developed. 

Swimming 
• Improve Canopus Beach. 
• Improve the bath and changing rooms at the beach. 
• Improve the main building with the concession area. 

Camping 
• Improve campground facilities but maintain the tent oriented camping experience. 
• Expand the campground facilities. 
• Upgrade the restrooms and showers at the campgrounds. 
• Create a “quiet section” of the campground to separate noisy campers from those who 

want a serene camping experience. 
• Extend the camping season. 

Trails 
• Improve trail signage at both parks with mile posts, blazes and directional signage. 
• Name all of the trails. 
• Develop new trails east of the Taconic State Parkway, getting people off roadways to 

reach trail heads. 
• Sustain existing bridle trails. 
• Continue to work with trails groups to help maintain the trails in the parks. 
• Develop additional shared-use trails. 
• Enforce rules and illegal activities occurring on trails. 
• Review and renew the MOU with the Appalachian Trail Conference. 
• Do not expand trails into BCA managed areas. 
• Carefully consider the development of new trails as they have the potential to fragment 

habitats. 
• Add kiosks to trailheads.  
• Develop the Hudson Trail to help connect both parks. 
• Develop and maintain a sustainable trail system that is compatible with the park’s natural, 

cultural and physical resources, provides recreational and educational opportunities for a 
diversity of users (including but not limited to hikers, equestrians, and birders) and links 
to regional trail systems. 

Cycling  
• Provide high quality, narrow, curvy, forested, sustainable of single track trails for 

mountain biking.  
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• Create and enhance mountain biking trails and opportunities. 
• Keep mountain biking trails open in Hudson Highlands/Mt. Beacon. 
• Make mountain bikers a legitimate user of the trails on Mt. Beacon in hopes that more 

legitimate users will decrease the illegal ATV / ORV use. 
•  Expand mountain biking trails. 

Winter Park 
Winter recreational comments primarily requested expanding the cross-country skiing trails, 
upgrading the facilities and maintaining the Winter Park as is.  The following comments were 
also received: 

• Develop a snow-making system. 
• Expand the trail system—groom additional trails. 
• Develop night skiing opportunities—add lights to the trails. 
• Improve signage where the cross-country skiing trails cross the road (Rt. 301). 
• Install a small cabin along one of the trails that would have a bonfire and hot cocoa. 
• Improve drainage at the Winter Park lodge. 
• Develop a warming hut near the ice skating area. 
• Continue to operate the Winter Park. 
• Enlarge and upgrade the Winter Park lodge and changing areas—add lockers. 
• Patrol the trails to ensure everyone has the appropriate badges and has paid. 
• Upgrade rental equipment. 
• Upgrade grooming equipment. 
• Upgrade the warming hut. 
• Make Winter Park more sustainable (financially and environmentally). 
• Upgrade the vendor area (Acorn Café) within the lodge—more seats (indoor and 

outdoor), more options and additional areas to purchase hot beverages. 
• Add more food options to the Acorn Café—perhaps make it a restaurant that would bring 

in non-skiers (and revenue). 
• Develop a wax room. 
• Build a new cross-country skiing trail around Stillwater Lake. 
• Offer a season pass for entry into the Winter Park. 
• Offer lessons. 
• Host a cross-country skiing competition. 
• Expand the cross-country skiing trails and offer night skiing. 

Hunting 
•     Expand hunting area. 
•     Extend hunting season. 
•     Expand bow hunting opportunities. 
•     Access for hunters should increase with an increase in the license fee. 
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Motorized Vehicle Access 
The motorized vehicle access comments focused either on providing snowmobile access to the 
park and not allowing motorized vehicle access. 

• ATV use has ruined the single track trails. 
• Continue to enforce illegal ATV / ORV use on trails. 
• Stricter enforcement of illegal ATV / ORV use. 
• Increase patrols of the Mount Beacon area by Park Police and improve coordination with 

the local police and other agencies to enforce the rules. 

Other comments 
Comments that did not fit easily into a specific category were included below: 

• Continue to allow geo-caching. 
• Keep recreational money use for snowmobiling campground at Sunken Mine Road / Hole 

Mountain 
• Develop and disseminate printed literature for the parks to promote tourism. 
• Do not overly restrict the size of groups coming to the parks. 
• Continue to allow orienteering in the parks as a low impact activity. 
• Facilitate scientific research to enhance the long term viability of the parks natural and 

cultural resources.  
• Provide a coordinated approach to inventory, monitoring and research that facilitates data 

exchange.  
• Develop and implement a monitoring program that measures changes within the park.  
• Assure that all monitoring and research programs are compatible with the protection of 

the park’s resources.  
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